Developing research questions and hypotheses are perhaps the most important first steps to the research process. This week, you will look more closely at this vital part of research and how you can go about developing quality research ideas, questions, and hypotheses. Let's begin by answering the following questions.
Provide an analysis of how your own experience, unsystematic and systematic observation, theory, and applied issues can help you to develop sound research ideas. See if you can generate a few research questions of your own here (perhaps with an eye towards developing one of these questions into your research proposal), and share the source of your idea with the class. Evaluate the quality of your research question based on the following criteria:
· Is the question directly answerable?
· Is the question empirically based?
· Does the question use operational definitions to define variables?
· Does the question ask something important?
· How could you revise your original research question to better meet these criteria.
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· Share The Research Design and Hypothesis
· In this Discussion Board you will outline the design of your planned research. You will need to include the following information:
· What are your variables (independent, dependent, extraneous)? How are they expected to relate to each other? How will they be measured?
· If using a survey, questionnaire, or assessment instrument, which one is being used, and why? A custom one could be developed, but that can be quite time consuming, and there are many pre-made instruments out there (http://buros.unl.edu/buros/jsp/search.jsp)
· What is the population of interest for this study? How will you sample from this population?
· What is the basic procedure that will be used for the study?
· The more specifics you can give here, the better your ultimate design will be because you will get much better feedback.
· Discussion Topic: Ethical Issues in the Research Proposal
· Discuss any especial ethical concerns that the proposed research may face. For example: Will the research require the participation of a vulnerable population that requires additional protections? Will deception be used in the study? If so, why is it necessary and does it have the potential to cause harm? These are just a couple examples; every student’s research study is likely to have its own set of ethical considerations. Consider those that might influence your own and offer insights to your peers regarding their studies, too.
· 
· For the next several Discussion Boards it would be best to attempt to frame your responses in the terms of the research proposal that you are developing. If you are unable to fit these topics to your particular design, you can explain why it wouldnot work for your research (perhaps it would violate the ethics code). Illustrations of why something will not work can be as valuable as illustrations of why they will. Keep this in mind when answering the following questions for our discussion this week and in following weeks:
· Discussion Topic: Non-experimental Methods
· Select one of the non-experimental methods that you read about this week (naturalistic observation, ethnography, case history, sociometry, archival study, survey, and correlational research), and describe how you might use this method to study your hypothetical research question (the one being used for your research proposal). Why did you select this particular method for your research study? What do you like and dislike about this method? What differentiates this non-experimental method from a true experiment?
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